Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton
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Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Bowen Stephens - 4th
Dave Cradic - 6th
Gerri Thrash - 13th
Don Potts - 22nd
Sonja Rowell - 23rd
Gene Hurst - 26th
Keren Thrash - 29th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Larry Montgomery

Scripture Reading - Hebrews 6:17 -
20

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:20 -
29

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg
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10/ 19 /2025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Singing Night //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

A Godly Man in Wicked
Surroundings
By Bill Hall
Elijah was a man who reached true greatness in
the Lord’s service. He was always ready to go
where God would send him (1 Kings 18:1;
19:15); to pray whenever prayer was needed (1
Kings 17:20, 21; 18:36, 37), and to confront evil
whenever confrontation was necessary (1 Kings
18:17-24; 21:17-19). He was translated without
seeing death, and he, along with Moses, was
chosen to appear with the Lord on the mount of
transfiguration.
The remarkable thing about Elijah is that he
attained this greatness while living in a wicked
and hostile environment. Had he lived in Judah
during the righteous reign of Hezekiah or
Josiah, we might not be surprised at Elijah’s
attainments. But he lived instead in Israel
during the wicked reign of Ahab. He was
subjected to the cruel intents of Jezebel. He was
under constant harassment and threat of death.
He became so discouraged at one point that he
asked to die, but he never denied his God.
In this wicked environment Elijah was able to
influence others. The widow of Zarephath was
blessed through Elijah (1 Kings 17:8-24). The
multitudes on Mount Carmel were led to cry,
“The Lord, He is God!” through his courageous
efforts (1 Kings 18:39). Elisha, his successor,
must have been greatly influenced by him. And
even Ahab was brought to humility on one
occasion, clothing himself in sackcloth as a
result of Elijah’s rebuke (1 Kings 21:27-29). The
message of Elijah is clear. You can live a godly
life and influence others for good in a wicked
and hostile environment.
When one hears the excuses people make today,
it is obvious that Elijah’s message is badly
needed in this generation. People excuse their
failure to teach others the gospel with, “People
are so prejudiced around here they just won’t
listen;” when the truth is, little effort has been
made. If they are approached about their
ungodly conduct, they explain that “You just
don’t know how terrible the people are that I
have to work around every day.” If their
children go astray their explanation is, “Our
children are faced with pressures that we didn’t
have growing up.” Such statements, repeated
often enough, become to many a “license” to do
wrong and a salve to soothe their troubled
consciences.
We must throw aside our excuses and make up
our minds to do right. Elijah could serve God in
wicked surroundings. And so can we.
Preparing Ourselves For Worship
By Richie Thetford

In 1972, Bill Withers released a popular song
entitled “Lean On Me.” Some lyrics from that
song are: “Lean on me; when you're not strong,
and I'll be your friend. I'll help you carry on.”
The idea of depending on one another is evident
and vital in these words and it permeates the
song.

There is a concept related to this called synergy.
It can be summarized as “the whole being
greater than the sum of the individual parts.”
One way to illustrate this is considering the
weight horses can pull. A horse can pull up to
8,000 pounds. You might come to the
conclusion that two horses together would pull
16,000 pounds. However, when two horses pull
together, they can pull up to 24,000 pounds.
This is synergy at work! This total can be
increased through familiarity between the
horses. If two horses are trained together, they
can pull as much as 32,000 pounds. There is a
significant increase in what can be
accomplished simply through working together
and depending on one another.

This is not just a concept that works with horses;
it is also a biblical concept. As God’s people, we
can do a lot more when we do not rely solely on
ourselves. Primarily we depend on God for
guidance, wisdom and opportunities. But God
designed the church so we are not alone, but we
can strengthen one another, encourage one
another, and motivate one another.

In Ecclesiastes 4, the author writes “two are
better than one because they have a good return
for their labor. For if either of them falls, the one
will lift up his companion. But woe to the one
who falls when there is not another to lift him
up. Furthermore, if two lie down together they
keep warm, but how can one be warm alone?
And if one can overpower him who is alone, two
can resist him. A cord of three strands is not
quickly torn apart” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). Two
and three are better than one because they can
strengthen one another and look out for each
other.

In Luke 10.1, it is recorded the Lord sent out
seventy disciples, but He “sent them in pairs.”
This should not be surprising that two are better
than one. There would be many people who
would not listen and reject the gospel; this could
have discouraged some and even caused some to
give up, particularly if they were alone. However,
two could encourage and strengthen one another
on their difficult journey.

The Lord has blessed us richly with the church,
with so many brothers and sisters that have the
same goal— to become like Christ and to dwell
with Him. Ultimately, we must rely on God. But
hopefully, you can also lean on others for
strength and encouragement, and you can
provide that for them as well. We can accomplish
much more for the kingdom when we rely on
God and work in harmony with our brothers and
sisters.



